
 
 

27 September 2019 
 

Dear Mr. Hanikenne, 

Thank you for writing, and for your advocacy. We are grateful to have the opportunity to speak to the 
issues important to your organization and, more broadly, all non-status and Métis peoples.  

The Green Party is deeply committed to reconciliation. We consider our relationship with Indigenous 
peoples to be at the core of our work and the future of Canada. We hope that the responses to your 
questions, included below, convey the Green Party’s commitment to working with you. 

Sincerely,  

Julia Redmond 
Policy Researcher 
Green Party of Canada 
 

Constitutional issue: Daniels v. Canada 

The Supreme Court of Canada’s in Daniels held unequivocally that the federal government, not 
provincial governments, has responsibility for non-status Indians and Métis people. This is a 
responsibility that the Green Party takes extremely seriously. The delivery of programs and services has 
been delayed for far too long by petty jurisdictional disputes between provinces and the federal 
government, and it is time to move past this in favour of real, meaningful progress.  

While recognizing the inherently colonial relationship set out in the Constitution Act of 1867, we will 
respect the Supreme Court’s holding on this jurisdictional dispute, and will strive to renew and rebuild a 
true nation-to-nation relationship with all Indigenous peoples in Canada, including Métis and non-status 
Indians. The Green Party will work closely with your organization to best provide meaningful funding 
for services needed and to act promptly to meet these needs.  

We will establish a relationship in which all Indigenous peoples act in equal partnership with the Crown 
and all rights are respected. We will strive to ensure that all peoples are consulted through 
representatives of their choice. 

The “Distinctions-based” approach 

We understand that a reductive and simplistic approach to Indigenous affairs is not respectful and does 
not do justice to the issues important to Indigenous peoples across the country. While we appreciate the 
advocacy of various Indigenous advocacy organizations who have collaborated closely with the 
Liberals, we recognize the need to broaden the conversation in a way that meets everyone’s needs.  

Greens are committed to working with the Coalition of Indigenous Peoples of Saskatchewan and other 
advocacy networks, ending the distinctions-based approach. We will also establish a forum for 

 



 
high-level discussions by all orders of government, including provinces and territories, municipalities, 
local communities, and Indigenous governments and organizations. This Council of Canadian 
Governments will be a valuable opportunity to collaborate and ensure that everyone’s voices are heard. 

Métis issues 

The Green Party supports the right of all Indigenous peoples to self-determination. We don’t want 
anyone to be excluded from legal protections to which they are entitled. Green MPs will work with 
organizations representing Métis people in a way that respects identity.  

While we welcome the guidance of the Supreme Court of Canada on certain issues, a colonial court is 
not the right venue to determine who is and is not Métis for the purposes of s.35(2). We look forward to 
productive discussions ahead on policies that matter to all Métis, no matter their organizational and 
governance affiliations.  

The Métis Nation of Saskatchewan 

Like any order of government, Indigenous governments can and should be held to certain standards of 
accountability. A Green government will work with the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan to ensure they 
meet appropriate levels of transparency and accountability, including on financial matters.  

Accountability of Indigenous governments 

The Green Party remains committed to financial accountability and will ensure this is upheld by First 
Nations in line with feedback gathered by Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada.  

Food security 

Greens will improve food security through policies that priorities local production and healthy foods. 
We will replace one third of Canada’s food imports with domestic production, re-establish infrastructure 
for local food processing, and fund supports for urban farming.  

Certain policies will benefit Indigenous peoples as well, including Métis and non-status Indians living 
off reserve. A Green government will improve food security in northern communities through 
consultation with residents on Arctic farming, as well as working with non-profit groups to build 
greenhouses and fund education programs in nutrition and horticulture.  

We will ensure Indigenous communities continue to have access to country food and traditional 
Indigenous foods, obtained through hunting, trapping, or other traditional methods.  

 

 

 


